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COLOUR CHANGING DRAGONS 

IINNTTEERRVVIIEEWWEEEE::  

TTiittllee::  

CCoommppaannyy::    

Dr Devi Stuart-Fox 

Zoologist 

The University of Melbourne 

PPRROODDUUCCEERR::  Kylie 

WWRRIITTEERR::        Kylie 

DDAATTEE::  05/12/2013 

SSYYNNOOPPSSIISS::  We take a look at a new study to investigate 

how and why Bearded Dragons change colour… 

EEPPIISSOODDEE::    COLOUR - 3/001 

             

 

Audio Video 

V/O-1: 

They come in a range of different colours 

and sizes… they can run really fast… and 

they love to munch on mealworms. 

(shot of dragon munching on a mealworm) 

 

 

Overlay Bearded Dragons… 
 
 

Shot feeding on mealworms at end… 
 
 

PTC-1: 

THEY are Bearded Dragons!   

 

 

Hi I’m Dr Devi Stuart-Fox and 32 of these 

guys are helping me out with my latest 

research project here at The University of 

Melbourne. 

 

 

Start tight on Bearded Dragon and 

pull out to see Devi holding it… 

 

SUPER: DEVI STAURT-FOX 

(Zoologist, The University of 

Melbourne) 

 

V/O-2: 

Bearded Dragons are native to Australia. 

 

Overlay of the Bearded Dragons… 

Approx. 
0.00 sec 
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They get their name from all those spikes 

and scales they have around their neck –

which look a bit like a beard!  They use 

this beard as a defence mechanism and 

will expand their throat whenever they feel 

threatened. 

 

 

C/ups spikes and scales on their 

necks… 

PTC-2: 

Something else that these dragons can do 

when they feel threatened is change 

colour…  

 

 

Devi 100% with Dragon... 

V/O-3: 

We already know the dragons change 

colour most dramatically during social and 

territorial displays.  If a male dragon sees 

a potential mate, he changes colour to 

either show off to females or to intimidate 

a potential rival.  But so far there have 

been no scientific measurements to prove 

this. 

 

 

General overlay of Dragons on 

perches…  

 

 

PTC-3: 

What I’m looking at, is the different reason 

why Bearded dragons can change colour 

and how much colour change occurs. 

 

 

Devi with Dragons… 

 

 

V/O-4: 

To do this we have set up this special 

temperature controlled room – where we 

can set the temperature and humidity to 

simulate the conditions dragons like best. 

We also set up 2 perches - as Bearded 

 

Wide shot showing temperature 

controlled room… 

 

 

Shot of putting the 2 perches in 
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dragons like to perch where they have a 

good view of their territories so they can 

see potential mates or rivals. 

 

place… 

PTC-4: 

What we do is put a Bearded Dragon onto 

each perch… and monitor what happens. 

 

 

Devi as she places a Dragon on one 

of the perches... 

V/O-5/ GRAB style: 

- Devi to explain what the dragons 

are doing / how she is monitoring 

this part of the project… 

 

 

Stay on dragons for this… 

PTC-5: 

We are also particularly interested in how 

colour change can affect the heat balance 

– heating and cooling – of the lizards. 

 

 

Devi with one of the Bearded 

Dragons… 

V/O-5: 

To test this we put the Dragon into a small 

temperature controlled incubators. 

 

We have a video camera set up on top of 

the incubator to record the colour changes 

that might occur. 

 

We change the temperatures in the 

incubator xxx note the colour changes 

when the temperature changes xxxx 

- Explain a bit more… 

 

 

Shot of putting a dragon into the 

incubator… 

 

Shots of the video camera on top of 

the incubator… 

PTC-6: 

And we also use one of these special 

 

Devi holding up the spectrometer… 
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gadgets called a spectrometer. 

RESET 

By putting this probe onto the Dragons 

skin I can detect colour change – even if I 

can’t see it with my eyes. 

    

 

 

As Devi puts the probe onto the 

lizard’s skin… 

V/O-6: 

You see the lizard’s skin reflects energy 

from the sun.  Some of this reflected 

energy is what we see as colour but there 

is also reflected energy that we can’t see.  

 

 

Overlay of Devi as she continues to 

work with spectrometer – detecting 

colour change on the lizards skin… 

PTC-7: 

The energy that we can’t see is called ultra 

violet energy or infra-red energy and that’s 

what I measure with the spectrometer. 

 

 

Devi at work… 

V/O-8: 

How fast a lizard warms up or cools down 

depends on how the lizards skin reflects all 

of the sun’s energy – including ultra-violet, 

human visible colour and infrared – which 

is why we are so interested in ‘visible’ and 

‘invisible’ colour change. 

 

  

General overlay of the Bearded 

Dragons… 

PTC-9: 

This project is still in the very early 

stages… but we hope that our research 

will help us to gain a better understanding 

of the benefits that animals get from colour 

change… 

 

Devi 100%... 

 

V/O-9: 

…And that this could help scientists 

 

File – scientists at work in a lab… 



05/06/14                                                                                                                                  Page 5 of 5 

Audio Video 

develop better medical devices and new 

materials that respond to light and 

temperature in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

PTC-10: 

But for now, these Beardies seem quite 

content to just munch on a few more 

mealworms.   

 

 

 

Devi feeding Bearded Dragons… 

 

Finish on cute shot of Dragon 

munching on mealworms… 

 

END  

 

 


